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FULBOURN VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY CELEBRATES OUR
25TH ANNIVERSARY - WITH CAKE!

Left: Our Archivist, Alison Rash - who multi-tasked by
also making the delicious Lemon Drizzle and Chocolate
Celebratory Cakes.

Right: Our Chair, Glynis Arber, also multi-tasking by
preparing to sample those cakes!




A HISTORY OF SCHOOLS IN FULBOURN PART V: The early 19C

by Glynis Arber

This article, based on a Presentation given at
a F.V.H.S. meeting, is an amalgamation of all
the research done on schools in the parish of
Fulbourn by members of The Fulbourn Village
History Society over many years. Various
sources - Buildings, Maps, Documents,
Newspaper reports and Photographs - were
consulted, all of which are in our Archive
Store. Hopefully, a story emerges that gives an
insight into education within the village from
the early 19C to the early 21C.

It became evident during the first half of the 19C
that many of the small charity schools were not fit
for purpose. The main religious institutions set up
their own schools to improve children’s
education, especially that of the poor. In 1811 the
Anglican National Society for Promoting the
Education of the Poor in the Principles of the
Established Church in England and Wales, known
as the National Society, was founded with the aim
that ‘the National Religion should be made the
foundation of National Education, and should be
the first and chief thing taught to the poor,
according to the excellent Liturgy and Catechism
provided by our Church’. Schools managed by the
Society were called National Schools.

Three years later, in 1814, the British and Foreign
School Society for the Education of the
Labouring and Manufacturing Classes of Society
of Every Religious Persuasion was formed with
the support of several evangelical and non-
conformist Christians such as William
Wilberforce.

An entry in The Chronicle for 12 April 1856 gave
notice that ‘it is intended to hold a Bazaar the
First Week in June next, to raise funds for the
Erection of a National School. A piece of ground
has been given by the Vicar of the Parish of All
Saints for that purpose. All Friends are solicited
to Contribute Articles to Furnish the Bazaar’.

It appears from a letter dated 16 April, 1856 and
published in The Chronicle, that the need for a
National School in Fulbourn was queried by the
Rector of All Saints. Dr Hall gave several reasons
for his objection to the proposed National school.

That if a National School is required for the
Village (which he denied), ‘the people here
contribute handsomely to the Bible Society, the
Church Missions, the National School Society,
Adenbrookes Hospital, and our local aids to the
poor and their children’. He felt there was no need
to ‘petition the public to send them pretty things
for a bazaar’. ‘They could, and would erect, at
their own expense, if they were convinced of its
necessity, a ‘National School’.

The Rector also wished to know who ‘are to be
the trustees and the electors to the situations of
school master and school mistress, and how if at
all I and the future rectors of St Vigor’s parish are
to be connected with the proposed school. But I
cannot learn; all is mystery’.

Dr Hall felt the original advertisement for the
Bazaar was misleading as it implied Fulbourn had
‘no free day school for the children of the poor.
But we have one, and that endowed with thirty-
four pounds a year; and education acts more or
less upon fifty or sixty children, by means of a
master (assisted by his daughter), superior to any
of the masters of rural National Schools I
know.....There are also various dame’s schools
here, and an industrial school for girls. There is
also an evening school in winter; for in this
township of five thousand acres, boys and girls
when nine years old and upwards are wanted in
the fields for half the year. Graft upon this long-
established school writing, arithmetic and a little
geography and you will make your bird-keeper,
cow-keeper, and ploughboy, a ‘little wonder’, and
as ‘modest as a parrot’, and as trusty as a sharp
lad can be.’
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Perhaps the main concern of Dr Hall was
expressed in his concluding paragraphs. He holds
out Fen Ditton as ‘a warning to all who long for a
National School, when they have an endowed one
for the little children of the rural poor.” He points
out ‘The endowed school there is no more. Not a
child goes to it. The master receives the thirty-
four pounds yearly, and he has done so these eight
years; in fact, ever since the other school was
built. He has nothing else to do. The National
School has emptied his.’

The Rector’s further comments illustrate some of
the attitudes held towards the poor during the
19C. “...for the poor love novelties, and like to
think that when their pets are ‘scholars’, they can
go anywhere, and do anything, and get anything,
and do something for them ... our endowed
school, upon the same principles, ‘would die a
natural death’, if another school, which professed

to teach something more, or in a different mode,
were set up. Can I, and my brother electors,
recommend such a course? Dare I speak against,
neglect, and destroy the means I have, for a
questionable change’.

It would appear that Dr Hall’s misgivings did not
persuade Fulbourn village from fundraising
attempts towards a new National School building.
An advertisement appeared on 14 June 1856 in
The Chronicle: Bazaar:- On Wednesday and
Thursday next, a bazaar for the sale of fancy
articles, will be held in Mr Merrington’s barn and
orchard, the proceeds of which are to be devoted
towards the establishment of a national school in
the village.....we hope there will be a goodly
sprinkling of Cambridge folk there to patronise
the bazaar, as the object is so wholly
praiseworthy...’

Editor’s Note: Part VI of A History of
Schools in Fulbourn, will provide a
description of the new National School.

HIDDEN HISTORIES OF ARTEFACTS HELD IN OUR STORE: The Finchley

Manuals of Industry No.lll

This small booklet, published by J Masters, was
printed in 1863, the 14th Edition of a manual
whose full title was ‘HOUSEHOLD WORK; or,
The Duties of Female Servants, Practically and
Economically illustrated, through the respective
grades of Maid-of-all-work, House and Parlour-
maid, and Laundry-maid; with many valuable
recipes for Facilitating Labour in every
department’.

Tbe Sinchiep Manualg of fudustry
Ne. m g

HOUSEHOLD WORK;

J THE puTIRg

It was prepared for use by the National and
Industrial Schools of the Holy Trinity, at Finchley,
and provides a fascinating insight into many
aspects of social history. The manuals were a
series of books written in the 1850’s to assist the
formal training of girls and boys as servants. It
could be argued that they were also of use to
potential employers - especially the emerging
middle class - providing them with instructions on
household management that included what might
be expected of domestic servants. Certainly, the
form of the text, a question and answer
‘catechism’, went into minute detail about the
tasks and performance required.

Chapter headings indicate the various types of
work while sub-headings describe the specifics.
eg The Maid-of-all work MORNING DUTIES
encompassed Fire-lighting etc...Management of a
Fire..Economy in Firing...Rules for the
Prevention of Accidents by Fire. BREAKFAST.
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..the Breakfast-table...Preparation of the
Urn....How to make Coffee...Buttered Toast and
Dry Toast...Bacon or Ham for Breakfast...Egg-
boiling.

They also had to tackle BED-ROOMS, BEDS, AND
BEDDING which included Cleaning the rooms and
even How to clean Hair-brushes and Combs. It was
probably preferable to the instructions on HOW TO
CLEAN STONE HEARTHS, FLOORS, DOOR-
STEPS, THE PASSAGE, HALL, ETC which
demanded more physical exertion as did the section
on HOW TO CLEAN AND MANAGE STOVES,
FIRE-IRONS ETC. Here the young maid-of-all-
work needed to know all about Blacking and
Polishing plus How to take Rust out of Polished
Steel and Bright Bars. It demanded a considerable
amount of knowledge about basic cleaning
ingredients as is shown by this question and answer
session between the mistress of the household and
her servant.

Q. In case the bright bars should get black by the
fire, do you know how to remove the black, and
restore the polish, without much time or trouble?
A. Yes, ma’am, I get a pound of soft soap, and
boil it slowly in two quarts of water till reduced to
one. It will then be a jelly, of which I take three or
four spoonfuls, and mix with some emery. With this
mixture, on a piece of woollen cloth (the cloth that
gentlemen's coats are made of is the best), I rub the
bars well, and when the dirt is entirely removed, |
wipe them clean, polish them with a piece of the
finest glass paper (not sand paper, which is too
coarse), and then rub them with soft leather and
rottenstone.

Other rooms were the maid-of- all work’s
responsibility as shown by Chapters describing
ATTENTION TO A PARLOUR OR DRAWING
ROOM; THE LIBRARY, STUDY OR COUNTING
HOUSE. They also had to manage DINNER
ARRANGEMENTS; WASHING OF PLATES,
DISHES , ETC.; TEA AND SUPPER PARTIES;
THE CLEANING OF PLATE, ETC.; CLEANING
OF BEDSTEADS AND BED-FURNITURE,
WINDOW-CURTAINS, ETC. LINEN FOR THE
WASH.

The list of contents in the manual reveals that
some demarcation of household chores was made.
There are sections on THE HOUSE MAID and
THE LAUNDRY MAID. However, the
Introduction states that ‘where only one female
servant happens to be kept, the whole of the work
must be done by that one - the Maid of All Work'.
In summary, this would involve cooking,
cleaning, lighting fires, laundry work, assist in
dressing and nursing the children, attend upon the
family and their visitors, wait at table and in the
sitting room, make beds, answer room bells and
the knocker of the outer door ‘in short, to do
anything and everything that may be required’.

Where two maid servants were employed, the
Cook ‘is the chief; and she, of course, prepares
the food, and has everything in the kitchen under
her care, and has to clean the doorways and
passages, the kitchen and her own bed-room’. The
second servant does the general household work,
becoming qualified for her position as Housemaid
by having previously performed the duties of a
Maid of All Work. When the Cook also acts as
Housemaid, it was usual for her to have a
Kitchen-maid or Scullery-maid under her. It was
noted that a young girl just entering service could
learn much information in this role, which might
lead to her attaining the higher place of Cook.

A Scullery Maid at Work by Charles
Joseph Grips, 1866.
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Yet it was the opinion of the complier of the
manual that ‘nothing can so well qualify a young
woman for the station of Housemaid, or even of
Parlour and Waiting-maid, as a thorough practical
acquaintance with the duties of a Maid-of-all-
work’. The other positions (by implication of a
higher rank) would likely have been more
available in wealthy households.

In the homes of the less well-off , but who could
still afford a servant (especially as this conferred
status on the aspiring lower middle-class), some
practical help from the employer was
acknowledged by the manual, ‘In many families,
the mistress, or perhaps one or two grown-up
young ladies, will frequently assist materially in
the performance of the household duties’. It was
made clear though, that ‘the best, indeed the only,
means by which a servant may secure the
attention, kindness, and consideration of her
employers, is, upon all occasions, to evince an
alacrity and a willingness to oblige, - to preserve
an equality of temper, and a cheerfulness of
spirit’.

The skill set required of these young girls must
have been quite intimidating in its demands but
was felt to be achievable. Knowledge ‘must be
taught, partly by precept, chiefly by practical
training; and it must be acquired by attention,
experience, perseverance, - order, regularity, and
punctuality in all things, - an active hand, a
willing mind, a determination to succeed. These
will rarely if ever, fail.’

Moral rectitude was also a given. A whole page
was devoted to the CARE AND
CONSUMPTION OF FOOD which in essence is
really about ‘Honesty, economy, and
trustworthiness’. Put bluntly, ‘without these a
servant’s character is nought. It is worthless in the
eyes of both God and man.” The passage reveals
the Victorian respect for property. Thus ‘Food is
property - and property that, in a family, is of a
very costly nature. Let there, therefore, be no
wanton or wicked waste of food, even to the
extent of a crust of bread’.

THE MODEL

Y
MAIMB BE B BRI FNE N <(
MAID OF ALL WORKE ===\ \

Furthermore, when food is set aside, ‘the touching
of them at all is dishonest. To cut a slice from a
pie or pudding, to pick the fruit out of a tart, to
break off the edge of pastry - tricks which young
girls not infrequently fall into ....is an act of
positive dishonesty; it is an unwarrantable
appropriation of the property of others to our own
use; in other words, it is picking and stealing. 1t is
a crime , for the commission of which a mistress
would be perfectly justified in instantly
discharging her servant, without a character’.

This is not an unusual reaction to a petty
misdemeanor in the mid 19C. At the Borough
Sessions, on 11 March 1854, twelve year old
Emma Outley of Fulbourn, was sentenced to one
calendar month ‘to be kept to such labour as she
was fit for’. She had played truant from school
and was persuaded by two ‘bad girls’ to obtain a
quantity of currants, cheese and butter from a
Cambridge grocer, on the pretence that she came
from a Mrs Pledger of Free School Lane.
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Perhaps the Finchley Manual was particularly
sensitive to such potential wrong-doings.
According to the website holytrinityceschool.org
it was the first Industrial School in England. It
opened in March 1848 following fundraising for
the erection of a National School (see article on
Fulbourn’s national School in A History of
Schools in Fulbourn Part V & VI) in connection
with the church of the Holy Trinity. Industrial
schools were designed to provide destitute and
vagrant children with industrial training and
residential care as well as an elementary
education. By 1870 the school was called Holy
Trinity National School and the emphasis had
shifted from industrial to standard teaching.

The Industrial Schools Act of 1857 formalised the
process of sending children to such schools, and
gave magistrates the power to commit children
between the ages of 7 and 14 years. Unlike
Reformatories, whose intake consisted of children
that had committed serious crimes, Industrial
Schools focussed on removing children from
harmful environments and bad influences, before
they became involved in anti-social activities.

THE SCHOOL IN 1850

It is not surprising therefore, that the tone of the
Manual emphasised duty, obligations (by
implication, to one’s betters), good behaviour and
- it was a church school after all - Christianity.
The style of writing and language used was
inconsistent with the probable slum background
of the pupils. Certainly, the Maid-of-all work’s
answers to the questions posed by her mistress,
display a degree of fluency, erudition, logic,
vocabulary and poise that would have been
remarkable in a highly educated female of the
period.

No doubt the manuals were used as text books -
and possibly had to be committed to memory - by
the children and young women for whom they
were designed. It was a very hard life for many,
with long hours, gruelling physical work and
harsh living conditions. Hopefully, some did
indeed fulfil the manual promise to became, ‘a
good servant - one who is mistress of her work’
and who ‘will always command good wages, for
she is a treasure to her employers’.

Editor’s Note: The Finchley Manual in our
Archives is available to read. However, it
is very fragile. Fortunately, a similar copy
has been digitised and can be
downloaded as a pdf from the website

https:/jif.wellcomecolletion.org/pdf/
b21526059

REVIEWS OF FULBOURN
HISTORY SOCIETY TALKS

January 2025 ‘How a Cambridge man made

the Post Office great (and what went wrong)’.
Report by Tim Vaughan-Lane

Blue Plaque located 19 Brookside,
Cambridge, CB2 1JE
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Fulbourn Village History Society was treated to a
masterful talk by Professor Martin Daunton at its
first meeting of 2025. Martin, as a former master of
Trinity Hall, gave a talk about a Trinity Hall fellow,
Professor Henry Fawcett, who studied Maths firstly
at Peterhouse and then at Trinity Hall. The change
of college was because he thought he would have a
better chance of becoming a fellow there, as it was
a much smaller college! Indeed, he became a
fellow shortly after graduating in 1865.

Unfortunately, Fawcett was blinded on a pheasant
shoot, aged 25, by his short-sighted father. He
refused to let this disability govern his life and was
a noted rower and skater, even skating to Ely on at
least one occasion. He became Professor of
Political Economy in 1863, at just 29 years old.
Because he had few students, Fawcett was able to
pursue his interest in politics and stood for
Parliament in 1860 and 1864 in Cambridge, in
Brighton in 1864 and was finally elected to the
Brighton seat in 1865. He then held the seat for
Hackney from 1874 until his death in 1884. As a
radical liberal supporting free trade and
individualism, he was a thorn in the government’s
side.

Henry Fawcett was friends with another MP and
philosopher, J S Mills. Fawcett was a great
supporter of votes for women and voted in support
of Mill’s petition for votes for women in 1867. He
decided that he ought to marry a woman who
supported women’s rights but was turned down by
the first woman he approached! He then turned to
the Garrett family in Aldeburgh. They were
manufacturers of agricultural machinery, as well as
being maltsters at the Snape Maltings. Newson
Garret’s daughters became eminent in their fields.
Elizabeth was the first woman to qualify as a
doctor in England and co-founded the Garrett
Anderson hospital for women amongst many other
feminist achievements. Her sister Millicent married
Henry in 1867 and became a prominent suffragist
(a woman who wanted to achieve change by
peaceful means). She was one of the founders of
Newnham Hall College and became leader of The
Nation Union of Womens Suffrage Societies, from
1897 to 1919.

So, what was the second Gladstone
government to do with troublemakers except
promote them? Henry Fawcett became
Postmaster General in 1880. He was very
much in favour of self-sufficiency and
independence, and encouraged the idea of
small savings. In 1861, the Post Office
Savings Bank was created, whereby postage
stamps could be affixed to cards, and then
be credited to a savings account. Legislation
was introduced in 1880 and enacted in 1881
to enable the transfer of funds if you didn’t
have a cheque account. The Postal Order
was an instant success. The first one issued
was for one shilling, in Tring in
Hertfordshire.

A vexed issue confronting Henry Fawcett
was how to fix wages for Post Office
workers. The Treasury were against rises,
stating “When once the principle of paying
according to the market value of labour is
departed from, on what principle could a
further increase in pay be refused?” The
‘Fawcett Revisions’ managed to increase
wages in 1881/2. He stressed the wellbeing
of staff, with an inducement to give
‘zealous’ service and so benefit the public.
The Trade Union of Workers was so
impressed that it named itself ‘The Fawcett
Association’.

Henry Fawcett died in 1884 of pleurisy,
probably secondary to some form of chest
infection. He was described as the most
popular politician after Gladstone.
Thousands from all strata of society
followed his remains from Brookside to
Trumpington cemetery. Students and
Fellows from Trinity Hall and Newnham
were among the mourners. On public
buildings flags flew at half mast, businesses
and shops were closed and blinds remained
closed in private houses. A special train
from London carried Liberal politicians and
officials from the Post Office to his funeral.
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Blue plaques to Henry and Millicent can be
seen at 18 Brookside, where Henry died.
Millicent’s bronze statue was the first of a
woman to be erected in Parliament Square.

So, what went wrong all those years later?
The Post Office was separated from the
privatised Royal Mail and all the services
the Post Office was associated with
gradually disappeared. So many things such
as car tax became available online and
pensions were paid directly into bank
accounts.

The emphasis for the Post Office Board
became profitability and it proved
incompetent at dealing with these pressures,
failing to recognise the importance of ethical
behaviour. There was a general web of buck
passing, so it was difficult to know who was
to blame. And so, we await the results of the
Post Office Horizon IT enquiry.

This was a remarkable talk about a
remarkable man. Martin made us all the
better for knowing about Henry and
Millicent Fawcett.

February 2025 ‘A community of negligent,
thoughtless, dissolute and incontinent
spiritual harlots?’ Report by Glynis Arber

The intriguing title of Craig Cessford’s talk to
Fulbourn Village History Society about the
nunnery of St Radegund, Cambridge posed many
questions which during the evening he
successfully answered.

He explained that the archaeological dig in the
grounds of Jesus College was performed prior to
building work and allowed the remains of the
Priory to be investigated. It was traditionally
believed that the Benedictine nunnery, founded

c. 1133-40 was suppressed in 1496 to create Jesus
College, with the excuse that the community had
gained a reputation for licentiousness.

Using documentary as well as
archaeological evidence, Craig investigated
such claims while also providing a
background to religious communities of
women in the local area, including places
such as Denny Abbey, Hinchingbrooke
House and Swaffham Bulbeck where parts
of the original buildings are still to be found.

Nunneries ideally accommodated twelve
nuns (based on the number of disciples) and
could be wealthy or poor depending on the
bequests made to them, of land and property.
The archaeological evidence of plain rather
than decorated floor tiles and window glass
suggest that St Radegund’s Priory was not
too affluent but it could be argued they were
merely carrying out the monastic rule of
austerity.

Excavation site of St
Radegund’s Priory in Jesus
College. It was undertaken
because the College intend to
move their services to a
basement level to free up more
convenient space for other
rooms.
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Financial documents show that generally, the
Priory was functioning adequately although
historians had emphasised that several ‘disasters’
had been recorded. Craig made the point that
these were over a fairly long time span and did
not necessarily show poor management.

There was an overlying difficulty for women
within religious communities. They needed to
administer their estates which would have
required interaction with male agents. However, a
secluded life was expected of them, especially by
the male clergy, and by the end of the medieval
period this was actively encouraged. It is possible
that an inner cloister was built later at the Priory,
in order to facilitate this development.

The ‘shortened’ chapel - made smaller as being a
more suitable size for a small community of
scholars. However, owing to its history the church
reconsecrated in the Name of Jesus, is the oldest
College chapel.

The dissolution, or more accurately ‘take over’ of
the Priory by Bishop John Alcock may have
originated in such attitudes and the accusations
that the nuns were ‘spiritual harlots’ provided a
reason for this action. Craig revealed these exact
phrases were used in similar circumstances
elsewhere. Whatever the cause, the nuns were
expelled and their buildings and estates granted
to the Bishop for the foundation of what became
known as Jesus College. The nuns Chapel was
partly demolished and new rooms added while the
refectory became the College Hall.

Excavations showed that rebuilding work
incorporated parts of the Priory because broken
pieces of decorated building stone were found
amongst the foundations. There were also various
artefacts , including a number of medieval metal
book clasps. Some have a similar pattern and
Craig felt it was likely they had belonged to the
nuns, and that their books became part of the
College library after being re-bound with clasps
which reflected present taste - apparently the
usual interpretation of why such clasps are found
within archaeological sites.

On balance, Craig did indeed resurrect the
reputation of the nuns in a more positive light
than history (written by men - with vested
interests?) records. In so doing he gave a
fascinating account of a Medieval Nunnery.

March 2025. ‘Seeing Science - Objects from
the Whipple Museum’. Report by Glynis
Arber

Alison Giles gave members of Fulbourn Village
History Society a wonderful opportunity to find
out more about the history of Science when she
brought along some objects from the Museum to
the March meeting.

After apologising for the inconvenient opening
hours (12.30 - 16.30 weekdays and the third
Saturday of the month) and the ‘unwelcoming’

large oak door with ‘Laboratory of Physical
Chemistry’ inscribed above, Alison explained that
the Museum’s founder was Robert Whipple, who
became the successful business manager of the
Cambridge Scientific Instrument Company which
had been set up by Horace Darwin.

In 1944, Robert Whipple donated his collection of
over 1000 scientific instruments and a similar
number of rare books, to the University of
Cambridge. His intention was that these would
form the basis of a museum within the University.
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The growing collection was moved in1959 to its
permanent home in the old Perse School hall,
where the original Jacobean rafters can be seen.

Aided by a digital presentation, Alison displayed
ten objects that provide an insight into scientific
developments, mostly from Western Europe.
Some were replicas, as the originals were too
fragile - and precious - to transport. She
demonstrated how an Abacus from China was
used in numeric calculations, and that in many
parts of the world, they still are. An astrolabe after
Diya’al Din Muhammed 1647 allowed the
position of the stars to be determined. It was
essential to the Muslim religion that the time of
day and cardinal direction was known so that
prayers could be performed correctly.

The Museum has an extensive collection of
astrolabes in all sizes which were also used in
navigation eg the sextant is based upon the
astrolabe. Also shown was a Horizontal Reclining
dial - a replica compass/sundial, as well as a hand
held refracting telescope. The latter was made by
G Willson of London in the early 19C. Alison
pointed out that such items rarely have a date
inscribed upon them - and if they do, it is likely to
be a forgery. Museums might indeed, contain
fakes - but often the craftsmanship of these is
superb - they are just not as old as thought.

Aspects of social history were raised through the
objects. One involved a simple botanical
microscope. The study of botany, subsequently
recording plants by drawing and painting them

was considered a respectable pastime for educated
women and it could have been easily
accommodated on ‘field trips’. Similarly, the
Rotating Currency Converter of 1971 reminded
the audience of the economic and social
repercussions felt by decimalisation. The
instrument was designed to make sure its user was
not ‘cheated’ when engaging in monetary
transactions.

There was a small monocular spyglass which
incorporated tortoise shell - and led to a
discussion about sustainable materials. A 20C
non-prismatic opera glass that was made of
Bakelite revealed that many articles made of
plastic disintegrate over time, and discovering
how to preserve these was ongoing. The invention
of plastic however, also enabled science to be
studied by people who may not have had access
to instruments - the lightweight McArthur
Microscope from the Open University c. 1980
could be posted to the homes of students.

Considerable nostalgia was aroused by the Texas
TI-106 electronic pocket calculator - the Whipple
Museum has more than 400 models from the
1970’s-1980’s, donated by Francis Cookman in
1987.

After the talk had concluded, attendees were
encouraged to handle the objects, resulting in
many stimulating conversations! It certainly
proved a fascinating evening and the Whipple
Museum is definitely worth a visit.

Some of the objects from the Whipple Museum
brought along to our March Meeting. Members
were allowed to handle these and many
experienced a strong sense of nostalgia!
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April 2025 ‘Fulbourn Windmill’ Report by
Glynis Arber

Fulbourn Village History Society’s last talk of the
season was delivered by Dr Ian Harrison who
explained the past, present and - most important
perhaps - future of Fulbourn Windmill.

[llustrated by photographs and a wonderful
working model of the windmill made c. 2000 by
Bryan Svensson, who lives in Fulbourn. A brief
history of the building was provided with the
emphasis on its preservation. It is a smock mill
whose cap was designed to rotate according to the
direction of the wind. Built in 1808 by Thomas
Hunt of Soham for local farmer John Chaplin, it
occupied a central place in the economy of the
parish, serving both land owners and smaller
tenant farmers by grinding their corn.

However, owing to cheap imports of grain from
the U.S. and better technology, by the 1930’s
Fulbourn Windmill was reduced to the grinding
of feedstuffs for animals. In 1936 the building
was struck by lightning and the fan tail blew off.
Shutters were removed from the sails the next
year and by 1937 the windmill had ended its
useful life, and it gradually became derelict so
that by 1974 the building was in imminent danger
of collapse.

It was saved by a Trust initiated by Mrs Townley,
which was set up to renovate the windmill which
was such an iconic building within the parish of
Fulbourn. Many features and roads in the village
reflect this heritage, and as there are few smock
mills remaining, its importance within the
industrial history of the U.K. should also be
recognised.

Restoration work, carried out by volunteers
between1970’s to 2000, had a number of
challenges. These included rotten wood externally
and internally plus significant subsidence in one
corner as a result of the sails sitting in one
position for an extended period. The goal was to
just preserve its appearance, as it was not feasible
to get the mechanisms in working order.

Photographs of volunteers standing on extremely
long ladders propped against the weatherboarding
illustrated to the audience the immensity (and
danger!) of the task. They succeeded in making
the mill safer, although the sails were unable to
turn.

In 2006 the Harrison family became the new
owners of the mill and a new objective was
formed - to get the sails and cap turning to wind.
The sails were built from scratch, and great care
was made to make them watertight with all holes
filled with resin, then sanded smooth before two
to three coats of wood preservative were applied,
followed by two coats of linseed oil and a final
coat of specialist paint.

Unfortunately, it was found that the cap would
not turn after the fantail was re-attached due to a
structural problem, which meant the curb - which
should be perfectly flat and round, was in fact
neither. Further structural issues were revealed
which required more financing, and Wrights
Clock Charity came to the rescue by providing
funding for a professional assessment of the
windmill in its current state.

It was bad news. The corner posts were damaged
and in poor condition. The strain of the cap being
in one position caused the structure to lean and
the cross bracing was failing and had rot due to
water damage. There was also distortion of the
corner (cant) posts and the projection that if no
repairs were made, the windmill would collapse
within the next five to ten years.

Several scenarios were put forward - costing from
between £30,000 for simple ongoing
maintenance, with no guarantee the mill would
survive, to £625,00 plus fees for full restoration.
Fortunately, Wrights Clock Land Fund CIO
recognised the iconic feature that Fulbourn
windmill held in the parish, as well as its
industrial heritage, and gave a grant of up to £1
million. This would enable the mill to be fully
restored, including the removal, refurbishment
and renovation of the-cap and sail, the timber
frame to be renovated, the internal
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workings refurbished, and disabled access to the
first floor via a stair lift and interpretation
facilities also on the first floor to be installed.

Eegal agreements are presently being completed,
including a 99 year lease of the mill to a newly
created Charitable Trust. It will be open to
visitors for up to 100 days a year and the aim is to
have a working windmill which would be
maintained and run in the future by volunteers
and donations.

Ian Harrison concluded his presentation to a
fascinated and appreciative audience, by giving
advance notice that on the 10 May 2025, from
10.00 - 16.00 an Open Day would be held at
Fulbourn Windmill, with guided tours and
information made available about the plans to
bring back the mill to its original corn-grinding
capability.

Above: lan Harrison displaying the working model of Fulbourn Windmill at our meeting in March.

Below: Guided tour of Fulbourn Windmill at the Open Day, 10 May 2025. Members of Fulbourn Village History
Society were there to help, the start of a close collaboration between us and The Fulbourn Windmill Society.

PAGE 12



