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FULBOURN VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY PROGRAMME OF TALKS

2026

15 October ‘Excavations at Springstead Village, north of Cherry Hinton’ by Craig Cessford
19 November ‘Cambridge Colleges: How they started and what they do’ &y Honor Ridout
10 December ‘Ruth Joyce ‘Maureen and Me’ by Jane Bower (Social Event. Entry by Ticket only)
2027

21 January ‘1953 East Anglian Floods’ by Tim Wreghitt

18 February ‘The Roman Road’ by Aureole Wragg

18 March ‘Crime in Regency London and Cambridge’ &y Susan Grossey

15 April “When Brits go Bad’ &y Roger Leivers

HIDDEN HISTORIES OF ARTEFACTS HELD IN OUR STORE: A Rat Trap

Amongst our collection of artefacts is a very familiar
object. It consists of a hardwood baseboard printed with
the text

Veto rat TRAP

TIE BAIT ON PRONGS
MADE IN GREAT BRITAIN

and has a formed wire (now somewhat rusty) bait hook
and a powerful spring. It is derived from the ‘Little
Nipper’ design invented in 1898 by James Atkinson of
Leeds. His snap trap had a spring loaded bar that used a
weight activated treadle as the trip mechanism. This

‘ e L] quickly snaps down and instantly kills the rat when,
\Q\ attracted by the bait, it stepped onto the trap

The earliest archaeological evidence for rat traps suggest they were used by the Ancient Egyptians
and made from a variety of materials such as woven reeds. These allowed the rat to enter a trap but
not to leave it - rather similar to an eel trap. During the Victorian era urban areas and population
increased rapidly, as did the number of rats, and rat trapping became a useful source of employment.

Over time, various types of traps have been invented.eg Glueboards - where a non-drying glue coats
a board so that the rodent sticks to it. It is of limited use as moisture and dust render the adhesive
ineffective. Using an electric shock in pest control is also a modern development. However, there are
now more humane alternatives such as traps that enable live capture of the rodents and allows them
to be released to a different location.
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A HISTORY OF SCHOOLS IN FULBOURN PART VI: The mid to late 19C

by Glynis Arber

This article, based on a Presentation given at
a F.V.H.S. meeting, is an amalgamation of all
the research done on schools in the parish of
Fulbourn by members of The Fulbourn Village
History Society over many years. Various
sources - Buildings, Maps, Documents,
Newspaper reports and Photographs - were
consulted, all of which are in our Archive
Store. Hopefully, a story emerges that gives an
insight into education within the village from
the early 19C to the early 21C.

In May1859, The Chronicle gave a lengthy
account of the opening of a National schoolroom
in Fulbourn. The description of the tea party
celebrating this event revealed a considerable
amount of information, for example:

The schoolroom had been built in the course of
the winter and spring by Messrs. Gary, after plans
prepared by Mr Rowe, architect. The large
school-room was 50 feet long and 20 feet wide.

C .W. Townley Esq. addressed those present and
spoke of ‘the pleasure they all must feel at the
completion of a work that had so long been talked
of and the want of which had been so long felt.’
He then told them of ‘the liberal way in which the
proposal to build a school had been met by most
of the owners of land in the parish’.

In conclusion, Mr Townley urged ‘the occupiers
of land, and upon others residing in the village,

the duty that devolved upon them of maintaining
the school in efficiency by yearly contributions’.

There were obligations on both sides, however as
‘The duty of the poorer inhabitants was to avail
themselves of the good education now put within
reach of their children.’.

The rector of St Vigor’s, who had earlier opposed
the building of the school, did not appear to be at
the ceremony. However, the vicar of All Saint’s
did attend.

It was the vicar, the Rev J. H. Usill who gave an
explanation about the financing of the school
building. This had been completed by ‘the gift of
a site, as well as a large donation in money, by Mr
Townley; by donations from other proprietors,
amounting to £160 (£9,460.67); by £70
(£4,139.04) arising from subscriptions collected
by the former vicar, with £60 (£3,547,75) raised
by sale of goods at a bazaar some years ago; and
further aided by grants from the Cambridge Board
of Education, and a small grant from the National
Society which, with the liberal aid now offered by
the Chairman of the Council, would make up the
deficiency, the whole cost of the schools
amounting to £624 (£36,896.62). The occupiers
of the land had also contributed valuable help by
the free cartage of a great part of the materials.’
Quite evidently, the building of the school was a
community effort and testified to the desire for
better education for the children of Fulbourn
parish.

References by The Chronicle to the schools and
education in Fulbourn for the rest of the 19C are
somewhat sparse. There was no mention during
that year of the 1870 Education Act, which
provided for the establishment of board schools to
supplement those of the societies, and allowed for
state funding of 50% of the running costs of
voluntary schools. However, capital funding was
phased out.

We do have in our Archives various Street
Directories for Cambridgeshire, and these add
further information. The Post Office Directory
Cambs Part 1 1869 states ‘There is a Free School
for boys and girls: also a National school for
girls’. John Mason was the Master for boys of the
Free School and Mrs Elizabeth Moore the
mistress for the girls. Miss Harriet Smith was the
mistress for the girls of the National School.

Ten years later the Post Office Directory Cambs
1879 noted there was a National school for girls
and infants and a Board School for boys, with an
annual endowment of £45 (£2,978.31).
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_school

Kelly’s Directory of 1883 supplied further details.
A school board of 5 members was formed in
1879; Isaac Miller was clerk to the Board. The
Board School was built in 1880 at a cost of £647
(£42,821.50) and, with the previous building
formerly used as a girls school, held 250 children.
Average attendance, boys 80, girls 70. There is an
endowment of £30 (£1,985.54) distributed in
money prizes to the scholars: Thomas Philipps
was master for the boys, Miss Sophia West was
mistress for the girls.

Comments about the Schools in Fulbourn are also
found in notes made by various researchers
(although we do not know who they were!). One
such note (probably written in 1943) gives an
account of the History of the School Buildings.
This had originally been made by the Rev Durrell
in 1910.

1858 Present Church Room and Class Room
erected. Cost £600 (approx. value today
£35,477.52)

1871 Present Infant’s School and Teacher’s
Residence erected. Cost £533 (approx. value
today £33,370.60).

1877 Present Council School erected on site
purchased from Church Trustees.

1891 Present Council School enlarged.

The Rev. Durrell also notes that from 1877 to
1891 the School Board rented the Church Room
for use as a Girl’s School.

Editor’s Note: A History of Schools in
Fulbourn, Part VIl will appear in our next
Newsletter.

REVIEWS OF FULBOURN HISTORY SOCIETY TALKS

October 2025 An update on the George
Brewster story. Report by Glynis Arber

At our first meeting of the 2025-26 season we
welcomed back Joanna Hudson, who gave us an
update on the story of the ‘climbing boy’, George
Brewster.

A brief description of his death from suffocation,
the result of becoming stuck while sweeping inside
a chimney flue at The Fulbourn Lunatic Asylum on
11 February, 1875, was given. Then Joanna shared
with the audience her ‘journey’ to establish the
facts about this case after she had became intrigued
by a reference to it in a pub quiz.

She spent six years researching different
documents, such as census records, birth
registrations, a coroner’s inquest report, local
newspapers and old photographs. Providing all the
evidence she had gathered, Joanna applied to the
Cambridge & District Blue Plaque Scheme, which
gave approval for a Blue Plaque in 2019. It
commemorated George’s death (the youngest ever
recipient in Britain) which had caught the attention
of the social reformer, the Earl of Shaftesbury.

He used the newspaper report in a Parliamentary
debate the next day, and it eventually led to the
reinforcement of the Sweep’s Act in 1875, the
Factory and Workshop Act of 1878 and, together
with the Education Act of 1870, improved the life
of poor children by providing both limits on the
hours they could work and compulsory education
from the age of 5 to 10 years.

The blue plaque was unveiled on February 11
2025, at Victoria House, a building that stands
today in the heart of Longfellow Real Estate
Partners’ CamLIFE campus within the parish of
Fulbourn, Cambridgeshire. The ceremony took
place exactly 150 years since 11 year-old George
Brewster’s tragic death.

It was the culmination of Joanna’s campaign,
which was supported by Longfellow Real Estate
Partners (who own the former Lunatic Asylum),
the Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps, Friends of
Mill Road Cemetery, the Museum of Cambridge
and the 12th Earl of Shaftesbury.
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However, Joanna intends to carry on with her efforts
to bring knowledge of George’s plight and its

consequences, to a wider public. It might become part

of the National Curriculum and at a local level

perhaps, the erection of a commemorative statue in the

former slum area of Cambridge, around Castle Hill,
where George was apprenticed to the sweep, William

Wyer (who was found guilty of manslaughter and was

sentenced to six months hard labour).

Furthermore, Mill Road Cemetery has a record of
the grave where the boy was buried and
hopefully, in the future, a memorial stone could
be provided.

The fascinating talk ended after a lively question
and answer session and in conclusion, Fulbourn
Village History Society confirmed it will continue
to encourage Joanna’s projects as we did at the
very start, six years ago - and she promised to
come again with another update.

November 2025 ‘Estate Maps from the
1600’s - 1836°. Report by Glynis Arber

Dr Sarah Bendall gave a fascinating talk about
Estate Maps from the 1600’s - 1836. The subject
was illustrated by a number of maps being shown
via the digital projector which enabled small details
to be seen. Many depicted accurate, if miniature,
pictures of the main house connected to the estate.

There were also topographical features including
parkland with grazing deer, trees individually
recorded, as well as hedges and gates. A format
emerged, and the maps displayed elaborate
cartouches, giving the name and coat of arms of the
estate owner. The maps were normally large scale eg
10-12 inches to the mile but did not include the

fields of any neighbours. This was not necessary
as the practical reason for making an estate map
was primarily for estate management. They may
have been commissioned by a new owner and
certainly, estate maps developed from the mid
16C, following the dissolution of the monasteries
and re-distribution of land.

An emerging wealthy middle class composed of
lawyers and merchants wished to found their own
dynasties, based on land, as had the old
aristocracy. What better way to publicise their
economic success than a very large manuscript
hung on a wall to impress visitors. Maps could
also be bound into books and form part of their
personal library.
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18th Century illustration of a surveyor and his tools.
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It was evident by the 18C, that in England there
was considerable demand for an estate surveyor/
map maker. In 1777 the Cambridge Chronicle
printed an advert for a boarding school in Linton
which promised, amongst other subjects, to
educate young boys in surveying skills. By then,
enclosure acts had made accurate recording of the
land essential, although maps did not need to be
quite so elaborate as those for private landowners.

Fulbourn Village History Society has a digital and
printed copy of the ‘Plan of the Township of
Fulbourn in the County of Cambridge as Divided
and Allotted by the Commission appointed to
Inclose the said Parish by Act of Parliament
passed Anno Domini 1806°. It is notable that this

is described as a Plan and is comparatively
simple, giving the names of landowners, a
picture of the Church - but not the Manor. It
was designed, of course, as a map for the
whole parish, not one estate. However, like
the estate maps, there was no attempt to
provide relief contours though boundaries
were a different matter. Indeed, estate maps
gave useful evidence in land disputes!

The presentation was very well received by
a fascinated audience who found that estate
maps did not just show the physical extent
of a property, but also provided an insight
into the social and economic history of the
period.

December 2025 ‘Lancelot Brown - just how
capable was he?’ Report by Glynis Arber

At our December Festive Evening, members were
entertained by Pippa and Steve Temple who posed
the intriguing question ‘Lancelot Brown - just
how capable was he?

Pippa began her talk by drawing attention to the
somewhat under reported Educational Revolution
of 1560 - 1640 which had been one result from
the Dissolution of the monasteries. Grammar
schools replaced the traditional educational
institutions for education provided by religious
houses, and the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge expanded. Poorer students acting as
servants to the wealthy elite also were able to
attend lectures and thereby obtain a good
education. By 1640 2.4% of the population had a
higher degree - a figure only reached 300 years
later.

Lancelot Brown was the third son of William
Brown, land agent to Sir William Loraine of
Kirkhare Hall, Northumberland. His intelligence
was recognised by Sir William, and Lancelot went
to a local grammar school until he was 16 years
old, when he became the head gardener’s
apprentice in Kirkhare Hall kitchen gardens.
Evidently Lancelot displayed a talent for the
‘Trade, Craft or Misterie of Gardening’ and in
1739, age 23, he went to work at Grimsthorpe

Castle, Lincolnshire. At this time, an Act of
Parliament to further extend the drainage of the
fens was passed, and Lancelot became
involved with the works required, thereby
improving his skills.These were of great
assistance when he was first employed at
Stowe Gardens in Buckinghamshire, to support
work on the water schemes that were being
carried out at the site.

In 1741 Lancelot was appointed head gardener
and continued in this role for the next 10 years.
He extended and gave a more naturalistic shape
to the Octagonal pool designed by Charles
Bridgemen, and probably contrived a Grecian
Valley composed of landform and woodland.

Held in high esteem by the owner of Stowe,
Lord Cobham, Lancelot was introduced to
other patrons and received freelance work from
them, eventually starting his own career as an
independent gardener.
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Pippa explained he travelled widely on horseback
to review estates, and was greatly influenced by
Hogarth’s ‘Line of Beauty’ which promoted
sinuous forms with curves slightly non-uniform
and therefore more naturalistic.
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It would appear that Lancelot employed local
specialists to deliver his landscapes, such as Mr
Milligan who received large payments for ‘earth
moving’. Lancelot required a quarterly payment
scheme, ie at staged intervals rather than a single
final payment. This allowed him to fund sub-
contractors promptly. Large sums were involved -
for his work at Wimpole he charged £3400.00 -
worth £5.5 million in 2016.

There were many estates which Lancelot Brown
impacted and Pippa mentioned perhaps the most
challenging. At Chatsworth, 100,000 trees were
ordered and he was employed to transform the
formal French and Dutch design garden into the
more naturalistic landscape style of the period.
Many ponds and parterres were turned into lawns,
the river slowed by two weirs and a working
water mill (essentially a folly), added. It took only
ten years to complete!

More landscaping occurred at Burleigh Gardens
when Brown was asked to disguise a 20 foot shift
in the ground caused by an earthquake. He solved
the problem by turning it into a lake with the aid
of one of his favourite contraptions, the concealed
dam.

Steve Temple described during the talk the
impressive engineering skills undertaken within
the garden designs. Brown made artificial rivers,

with dams and pumps to change levels. An
underground waterwheel was also discovered,
and at Blenheim Brown designed a metal work
grid along a cascade that allowed the water to
flow down in a naturalistic pattern. Perhaps the
most ingenious device, appreciated by the
audience, were the tree moving machines
employed to transport mature trees from one
area to another.

In his personal life, Pippa explained, Brown was
fortunate to marry a very supportive wife,
Bridget, and they had eight children. He was an
extremely successful businessman and on his
death, age 67 in 1783, left an estate of
approximately £40,000 equivalent to £6,080,000
in 2023. Prior to this, Brown’s wealth had enabled
him to purchase in 1768, an estate at Fenstanton,
Cambridgeshire for around £2 million today, and
he became the High Sheriff of Huntingdonshire
from 1770 to 1771.

A testament to Lancelot Brown’s character and
career can be found on this extract from his
monument in the Church of St Peter and St Paul,
Fenstanton.

But know that more than Genius slumbers here
Virtues were to which Arts best powers transcend
Come, ye Superior train who these revere

And weep the Christian Husband Father Friend
It can therefore be asserted that, in answer to
Pippa’s query - Yes, Lancelot Brown was very
Capable indeed.
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